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Historical Background
The Bobby Franc & Lady K Edmonds Scholarship honors the life and shared legacy of Bobby Franc Edmonds and his late wife, Kathryn Edmonds, fondly known throughout McCormick County as “Lady K.” Bobby's connection to the John de la Howe campus began in childhood, when a visit to the historic grounds sparked a lasting fascination with the school's history and his own family heritage. That early connection deepened decades later when he brought Kathryn to the same campus and the two were married in the historic McKissick Chapel in 1954.
Bobby went on to a distinguished career as resident engineer for McCormick County and the surrounding region, a role he held for more than four decades. Alongside his engineering work, he became one of McCormick County's most dedicated historians, authoring more than eighteen books documenting the people, land, and stories of the region, including a history of John de la Howe and the SC Governor's School for Agriculture. He has also been a lifelong advocate for agriculture and conservation, founding the McCormick County Cattlemen's Association, chairing the McCormick Soil & Water Conservation District, and serving as a charter member of the McCormick County Forestry Association and Historical Society. His decades of service and civic leadership were recognized by Governor Mark Sanford in 2006 with the Order of the Palmetto, South Carolina's highest civilian honor, and in 2022–23 he was inducted into the SC Governor's School for Agriculture Hall of Fame. He has been a member of the National FFA Organization since 1945.
Kathryn “Lady K” Edmonds devoted her own life to education, working as a teacher who was known for believing in students that others had given up on, and for the quiet, personal encouragement she offered struggling children throughout her career.
In 2020, Bobby and Lady K met with SCGSAG leadership to learn more about the school's mission and its students. The visit left a lasting impression, and the couple began planning a gift to support the school's agricultural education programs. Lady K passed away before that gift could be finalized, but Bobby carried their shared intention forward. In 2023, he formally established an endowment through a signed gift agreement with the John de la Howe School Foundation, creating the Bobby Franc & Lady K Edmonds Scholarship in memory of the life, partnership, and values he and Lady K built together.
Under the terms of the gift agreement, the endowment's annual interest earnings — and not its principal — fund an annual scholarship for a student of the SC Governor's School for Agriculture. The scholarship reflects Bobby and Lady K's shared belief in agriculture, conservation, and education as paths to leadership and stewardship, and their hope that SCGSAG students will carry those values into their futures as, in Bobby's words, builders of the nation's agricultural future.

Purpose of the Scholarship
The Bobby Franc & Lady K Edmonds Scholarship provides financial assistance to a graduating senior of the SC Governor's School for Agriculture (SCGSAG) who demonstrates the values of responsibility, leadership, and stewardship that defined Bobby and Lady K Edmonds' lives, and who is pursuing post-high school training or education at an accredited institution of higher learning.
Eligibility Requirements
To be considered for the Bobby Franc & Lady K Edmonds Scholarship, an applicant must meet the following requirements:
1. Be a graduating senior currently enrolled at the SC Governor's School for Agriculture.
1. Be in good academic standing, as verified by SCGSAG administration.
1. Be in good behavioral standing, with no unresolved disciplinary concerns, as verified by SCGSAG administration.
1. Plan to pursue post-high school training or education at an accredited institution of higher learning.
1. Submit a complete application packet, including the required essay and letter of recommendation, by the published deadline.
Application Requirements
A complete application consists of the following components:
1. Completed application form (below), including applicant and contact information.
1. Verification of academic and behavioral standing, provided by SCGSAG administration.
1. A required applicant essay (details below).
1. A letter of recommendation from a member of SCGSAG staff (details below).
1. Signature of the applicant certifying that all information provided is true and complete.
Required Essay
Each applicant must submit a typed essay of no more than two (2) pages, double-spaced, addressing all three of the following prompts. The essay will be reviewed by the John de la Howe School Foundation Board of Trustees as part of the selection process.
1. Career Goals: Describe your intended field of study and your long-term career goals. What draws you to this path?
1. How SCGSAG Has Prepared You: Reflect on your experience at the SC Governor's School for Agriculture. How has the school's program, faculty, and community helped shape your skills, character, and readiness for the future?
1. Impact of This Scholarship: Explain how receiving the Bobby Franc & Lady K Edmonds Scholarship would make a meaningful difference in your ability to pursue your post-high school education or training.
Required Letter of Recommendation
Each applicant must submit one letter of recommendation from a current member of SCGSAG faculty or staff who knows the applicant well. The letter should speak to the applicant's academic performance, character and behavioral standing, and demonstrated qualities of responsibility, leadership, and stewardship — values that reflect the spirit of the Edmonds family's gift. Letters should be submitted directly by the recommender to SCGSAG administration or the John de la Howe School Foundation, separate from the applicant's own materials.
Selection Process
Completed applications, including the required essay and letter of recommendation, will be reviewed by the John de la Howe School Foundation Board, consistent with its role in administering the Edmonds endowment. The Board will evaluate applications based on academic and behavioral standing, the strength and sincerity of the applicant's essay, the recommending staff member's letter, and demonstrated alignment with the purpose of the endowment. The Board's decision is final.


Bobby Franc & Lady K Edmonds Scholarship — Application Form
Please complete all sections below. Attach your required essay as a separate typed document, and arrange for your recommender to submit their letter directly.
Applicant Information
Full Legal Name:  ________________________________________________
Date of Birth:  ________________________________________________
Home Address:  ________________________________________________
Phone Number:  ________________________________________________
Email Address:  ________________________________________________
Anticipated High School Graduation Date:  ________________________________________________
Post-Secondary Plans
Institution(s) to Which You Are Applying / Have Been Accepted:  ________________________________________________
Intended Field of Study / Program:  ________________________________________________
Anticipated Enrollment Date:  ________________________________________________
Recommender Information
To be completed by the applicant. Your recommender should submit their letter separately.
Recommender Name:  ________________________________________________
Recommender Title / Role at SCGSAG:  ________________________________________________
Recommender Email:  ________________________________________________
SCGSAG Standing Verification
To be completed by SCGSAG administration.
Cumulative GPA:  ________________________________________________
Academic Standing:  ☐ Good Standing     ☐ Other (explain):  ________________________________________________
Behavioral Standing:  ☐ Good Standing     ☐ Other (explain):  ________________________________________________
Verified By (Name / Title):  ________________________________________________
Date:  ________________________________________________
Applicant Certification
I certify that the information provided in this application, including the attached essay, is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
Applicant Signature:  ________________________________________________
Date:  ________________________________________________
Please return completed applications, and have your recommender submit their letter, to the John de la Howe School Foundation by the deadline provided by SCGSAG administration.
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